
Irish Vegetation Classification (IVC) 
www.biodiversityireland.ie/ivc 

Community Synopsis 

 

Scientific name Festuca rubra – Rhinanthus minor grassland 
Common name Red Fescue – Yellow Rattle grassland 
Community code GL3E 
 
Vegetation 
The main grass species in this rather attractive community are Anthoxanthum odoratum, Holcus lanatus, Festuca rubra, 
Agrostis capillaris and Cynosurus cristatus (mean graminoid height = 29.9 cm, n = 141). Forb cover tends to be high with 
Plantago lanceolata and Trifolium pratense being abundant, while other constant forbs include Trifolium repens, 
Ranunculus acris, Cerastium fontanum, Rumex acetosa and the hemi-parasite Rhinanthus minor. Forbs are tall-growing in 
comparison to the other drier grassland communities (mean forb height = 26.5 cm, n = 141). Filipendula ulmaria occurs on 
wetter sites. Several common moss species form the bryophyte layer with Calliergonella cuspidata and Brachythecium 
rutabulum being the most frequent. 
 
Ecology 
The Festuca rubra – Rhinanthus minor grassland is significant for being a community of neutral lowland hay meadows 
(mean altitude = 64 m, n = 141; mean slope = 3.9°, n = 141), generally occurring on well-draining, mineral soils (mean 
organic content = 17.3%, n = 82) of fairly average fertility.  
 
Sub-communities 
No sub-communities are described 
 
Similar communities 
This grassland differs from the other main meadow community, GL3C Festuca rubra – Trifolium pratense grassland, by 
being less base-rich and less fertile. Coarse grasses such as Agrostis stolonifera, Dactylis glomerata and Arrhenatherum 
elatius are less common here, but it is the high frequency of Rhinanthus minor which is the chief indicator for this 
community and this species is often plentiful.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Records and distribution                                      
 
Number of records (all)     

Clearly assigned:          228   
Transitional:             76      
Total:                 304    

                 
Number of records (mapped) 
  2001-2015:             194 
  1986-2000:               13 
  1971-1985:             6 
  Pre-1971:              41 
  Total:                 254 
   
Number of hectads (most recent records) 
  2001-2015:             100 
  1986-2000:             7 
  1971-1985              4 
  Pre-1971:              23 
  Total:                 134 
 
Number of hectads (all mapped records) 
  2001-2015:             100 
  1986-2000:             7 
  1971-1985              5 
  Pre-1971:              31  
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Affinities  

GHI:   GS2 Dry meadows and grassy verges (73.8%) / GS1 Dry calcareous and neutral grassland (16.3%) / GS4 Wet 

grassland (5.7%) (n = 141) 

ZM:  Cynosurion cristatii 

EUNIS:  E2.11 Unbroken pastures (E2.112 Atlantic Cynosurus-Centaurea pastures)  

NVC: MG5 Cynosurus cristatus-Centaurea nigra grassland (73.1%) 

Annex I: 6510 Lowland hay meadows (44.7%) / 6210 Orchid-rich calcareous grassland* (5.7%) (n = 141) 

 

Proxy environmental data 

Light:    7.0     Reaction:    5.6    Wetness:    5.4     Fertility:    4.2    Salinity:    0.2 

 

Conservation value 
This is a grassland community of medium species richness (species/4 m2 = 24.0, n = 141). It is the community which 
corresponds most closely with the EU HD Annex I habitat 6510 Lowland hay meadows, but has some minor affinity with 
the EU HD Annex I priority habitat 6210 Orchid-rich calcareous grassland*. 
 
Management 
These swards are managed as grazing land (typically for cattle) and/or mown for hay. Cutting may occur once or twice a 
year between May and September. The main threats to these grasslands include improvement and abandonment. 
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Synoptic table (n = 205) 
 Species Frequency Cover Species Frequency Cover 

 (from I-V) min (med) max  (from I-V) min (med) max 

Plantago lanceolata V 2-(5)-9 Kindbergia praelonga III +-(2)-7 

Anthoxanthum odoratum V 2-(5)-8 Prunella vulgaris II +-(2)-5 

Trifolium pratense V 1-(5)-8 Lathyrus pratensis II +-(2)-5 

Holcus lanatus V +-(4)-8 Lolium perenne II +-(2)-7 

Festuca rubra V 2-(5)-9 Lotus corniculatus II +-(3)-7 

Agrostis capillaris IV 1-(5)-8 Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus II +-(3)-9 

Trifolium repens IV 1-(3)-7 Leucanthemum vulgare II +-(3)-7 

Ranunculus acris IV +-(3)-7 Filipendula ulmaria II +-(3)-7 

Rhinanthus minor IV +-(4)-8 Leontodon autumnalis II +-(2)-6 

Cerastium fontanum IV +-(2)-6 Stellaria graminea II +-(2)-5 

Rumex acetosa IV +-(2)-5 Euphrasia officinalis agg. II +-(3)-7 

Cynosurus cristatus IV +-(3)-8 Vicia cracca II +-(2)-5 

Centaurea nigra III +-(3)-7 Achillea millefolium II 1-(2)-6 

Hypochaeris radicata III +-(3)-7 Phleum pratense II +-(2)-5 

Taraxacum officinale agg. III +-(2)-5 Plagiomnium undulatum II +-(2)-7 

Calliergonella cuspidata III +-(2)-10 Ranunculus bulbosus II +-(3)-5 

Dactylis glomerata III +-(3)-5 Agrostis stolonifera II +-(4)-8 

Luzula campestris III +-(2)-5 Alopecurus pratensis II +-(3)-7 

Ranunculus repens III +-(3)-6 Carex flacca I 1-(3)-5 

Brachythecium rutabulum III +-(2)-6 Crepis capillaris I +-(2)-5 



 
Photo 1. GL3E Festuca rubra – Rhinanthus minor grassland, Lough Smiley, Monaghan (F. Devaney/J. Martin, June 2009) 

 

 
Photo 2. GL3E Festuca rubra – Rhinanthus minor grassland Cloongee, Mayo (D. Byrne/S. Thomas, June 2011) 


