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Community Synopsis 

 

Scientific name Agrostis stolonifera – Potentilla anserina grassland 
Common name Creeping Bent – Silverweed grassland 
Community code SM6C 
 
Vegetation 
This variable community is typically dominated by a combination of Potentilla anserina and Agrostis stolonifera. Juncus 
gerardii is frequently found. Glaux maritima and Leontodon autumnalis are occasional while Trifolium repens, Rumex 
crispus and Lotus corniculatus are the most likely of other species to be seen. Less frequently, one will find species 
indicative of freshwater conditions such as Carex nigra and Mentha aquatica. 
 
Ecology 
This community has predominantly been defined based on data from upper saltmarshes and lagoon margins that are 
infrequently inundated by saline or brackish water. However, it also provides a home for some inland swards dominated 
by Agrostis stolonifera and Potentilla anserina that may be periodically inundated by freshwater. Conditions are 
circumneutral. 
 
Sub-communities 
Two sub-communities are described. The Juncus gerardii sub-community (SM6Ci) represents coastal saltmarsh swards 
whilst the Rumex crispus – Galium palustre sub-community (SM6Cii) represents swards occurring more inland 
 
Similar communities 
This community differs from other saltmarsh types in the abundance of Potentilla anserina. It has some similarities to 
FE3B Carex nigra – Potentilla anserina fen, but in that community Carex nigra is abundant. 

 

Records and distribution                      
 
Number of records (all)     

Clearly assigned:           155                                  
Transitional:              27      
Total:                  182   

                 
Number of records (mapped) 
 2001-2020:              78 
 1986-2000:              43 
 1971-1985:              44 
 Pre-1971:               8 
 Total:                  173 
   
Number of hectads (by most recent time period) 
 2001-2020:              21 
 1986-2000:              22 
 1971-1985               6 
 Pre-1971:               2 
 Total:                  51 
 
Number of hectads (records in each time period) 
 2001-2020:              21 
 1986-2000:              24 
 1971-1985               12 
 Pre-1971:               6 
  



Affinities  

GHI:  CM2 Upper salt marsh / GS4 Wet grassland 

ZM: MF03C Armerion maritimae Br.-Bl. et De Leeuw 1936 

EUNIS: A2.5313 Atlantic Festuca-rubra-Agrostis stolonifera swards / A2.531C Atlantic Potentilla anserina carpets 

NVC: SM20 Eleocharis uniglumis salt-marsh community (59.4%) 

Annex I: 1330 Atlantic salt meadows  

 

Proxy environmental data 

Light:   7.6   Reaction:   6.9   Wetness:   6.7   Fertility:    5.7   Salinity:   1.7 

 

Conservation value 
Examples of this vegetation supporting saltmarsh indicators such as Juncus gerardii and Glaux maritima should qualify as 
EU HD Annex I habitat 1330 Atlantic salt meadows. Compared with other saltmarsh communities, it is diverse (species/4 
m2 = 9.3, n = 40). Centaurium pulchellum is a nationally rare species listed on the Floral Protection Order, 2015. 
 
Management 
The main immediate threat to saltmarsh examples of this community is probably grazing by livestock. Sea-level rises as a 
result of climate change will have an impact, particularly in areas susceptible to coastal squeeze. 
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Synoptic table (n = 139) 
 Species Frequency Cover Species Frequency Cover 

 (from I-V) min (med) max  (from I-V) min (med) max 

Potentilla anserina V 2-(6)-9 Trifolium fragiferum I 2-(3)-5 

Agrostis stolonifera V 2-(5)-9 Bolboschoenus maritimus I 2-(3)-5 

Juncus gerardii III 2-(5)-8 Eleocharis palustris I 2-(3)-5 

Leontodon autumnalis II 1-(3)-5 Elytrigia repens I 1-(5)-7 

Glaux maritima II 2-(3)-8 Plantago coronopus I 2-(3)-4 

Trifolium repens I 2-(3)-7 Tripleurospermum maritimum I 2-(4)-5 

Rumex crispus I 1-(2)-5 Eleocharis uniglumis I 1-(3)-8 

Lotus corniculatus I 2-(3)-5 Poa annua I 2-(2)-6 

Atriplex prostrata I 2-(2)-5 Potentilla reptans I 2-(3)-5 

Centaurium pulchellum I 3-(5)-9 Taraxacum officinale agg. I 1-(2)-3 

Festuca rubra 

 

I 2-(3)-5 Carex arenaria I 2-(3)-7 

Galium palustre I 2-(2)-5 Cerastium fontanum I 2-(2)-4 

Juncus bufonius I 2-(3)-5 Polygonum aviculare I 2-(3)-3 

Odontites vernus I 2-(3)-3 Juncus articulatus I 2-(3)-4 

Plantago lanceolata I 1-(3)-5 Oenanthe lachenalii I 2-(3)-8 

Plantago major I 2-(3)-5 Holcus lanatus I 3-(5)-5 

Ranunculus repens I 2-(2)-7 Juncus acutus I 3-(3)-8 

Aster tripolium I 2-(3)-5 Mentha aquatica I 1-(2)-3 

Carex nigra I +-(2)-5 Rumex acetosa I +-(2)-4 

Poa pratensis/humilis I 2-(3)-4 Senecio vulgaris I 1-(2)-2 
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