. ) An Roinn Tithiochta,
National Rialtais Aitidil agus Oidhreachta

Biodiversity ; 4 Department of Housing,
Data Centre 2 Local Government and Heritage

A Heritage Council Programme

Scientific name Calluna vulgaris - Agrostis capillaris heath

Common name Heather - Common Bent heath

Community code | HE2C

Vegetation

Calluna vulgaris dominates this rather grassy heath community. Alongside it are usually found Erica cinerea and Potentilla
erecta, together with patches of Agrostis capillaris and Anthoxanthum odoratum. Frequent species are Agrostis
canina/vinealis, Galium saxatile and Carex binervis, contributing an element of upland grassland. Spreading rosettes of
Blechnum spicant or tufts of Molinia caerulea may also be encountered. Pleurocarpous mosses form most of the bryophyte
layer; Hylocomium splendens and Thuidium tamariscinum are constants here, but Hypnum jutlandicum, Scleropodium
purum, Pleurozium schreberi and Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus are all frequent.

Ecology

This is primarily a heathland community of the lightly grazed lower to middle slopes of hills and mountains (mean altitude
=259 m, n =51; mean slope = 25.4°, n = 24). Soils are relatively well-drained, acidic and infertile (mean extent of bare rock
=4.6%, n = 30).

Sub-communities

Two sub-communities are described. The Daboecia cantabrica - Lotus corniculatus sub-community (HE2Ci) is essentially a
regional variety of mid-west Ireland. Daboecia cantabrica is a constant species here, whilst Hypericum pulchrum, Lotus
corniculatus and Plantago lanceolata are frequent to occasional, so edaphic conditions can be somewhat basic. The Carex
binervis - Rhytidiadelphus loreus sub-community (HE2Cii) is the more widespread and acidic type in which grasses such as
Deschampsia flexuosa, Nardus stricta and Festuca vivipara may be found.

Similar communities

This community lacks the Ulex gallii bushes of HE2A and is grassier than HE2B. In HE2D, one will find greater abundance
of Molinia caerulea and Erica tetralix; this latter species seldom features in the present community. In HE2E, one will
usually find Trichophorum cespitosum/germanicum.

Records and distribution

Number of records
Number of records (all) : iio
Clearly assigned: 180 ® 1125
Transitional: 46 ': sf:cem econd
Total: 226 O pre-1971
Number of records (mapped) 2 i:;:r;zgz
2001-2020: 27 G
1986-2000: 111
1971-1985: 23
Pre-1971: 34
Total: 195
Number of hectads (by most recent time period)
2001-2020: 20
1986-2000: 24
1971-1985 8
Pre-1971: 13
Total: 65
Number of hectads (records in each time period) &
2001-2020: 20 A
1986-2000: 24
1971-1985 8

Pre-1971: 19




Synoptic table (n = 150)

Species Frequency Cover Species Frequency Cover

(from I-V) min (med) max (from I-V) min (med) max
Calluna vulgaris Vv 2-(8)-9 Nardus stricta II 2-(3)-7
Erica cinerea Vv 2-(5)-8 Danthonia decumbens II 1-(3)-8
Potentilla erecta Vv 2-(5)-9 Succisa pratensis II 2-(3)-7
Hylocomium splendens \" +-(5)-7 Deschampsia flexuosa II 2-(3)-7
Agrostis capillaris v 2-(4)-7 Lophocolea bidentata II +-(2)-3
Thuidium tamariscinum IV 1-(4)-9 Viola riviniana/reichenbachiana 11 1-(2)-5
Anthoxanthum odoratum v 2-(3)-7 Festuca vivipara II 2-(3)-7
Scleropodium purum I 1-(3)-8 Breutelia chrysocoma II 1-(3)-5
Molinia caerulea I 2-(4)-8 Diplophyllum albicans II 1-(2)-3
Hypnum jutlandicum I 1-(3)-8 Hypericum pulchrum II +-(2)-3
Carex binervis I 1-(3)-6 Carex panicea II 1-(3)-7
Agrostis canina/vinealis 11 1-(3)-7 Lotus corniculatus II 2-(3)-5
Pleurozium schreberi I +-(3)-8 Frullania tamarisci II 1-(3)-8
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus I +-(3)-8 Hypnum cupressiforme I 2-(3)-7
Blechnum spicant I1 1-(3)-7 Carex pilulifera [ 1-(2)-5
Galium saxatile I 1-(3)-5 Plantago lanceolata I 1-(2)-5
Daboecia cantabrica II 2-(5)-7 Plagiothecium undulatum I +-(3)-5
Rhytidiadelphus loreus II 1-(3)-5 Polytrichum commune I 2-(3)-5
Festuca ovina II 1-(3)-7 Ulex gallii I 2-(4)-8
Dicranum scoparium II 1-(2)-5 Luzula multiflora I +-(2)-4
Affinities

GHI:  HH1 Dry siliceous heath / HH3 Wet heath

ZM: CHO2B Calluno-Genistion pilosae P. Duvigneaud 1945 / CI01B Violion caninae Schwickerath 1944

EUNIS: F4.25 Boreo-Atlantic Erica cinerea heaths

NVC:  H10c Calluna vulgaris-Erica cinerea heath Festuca ovina-Anthoxanthum odoratum sub-community (68.0%)
Annex 1:4010 Wet heath / 4030 Dry heath

Proxy environmental data
Light: 6.7  Reaction: 3.0 Wetness: 5.8  Fertility: 2.4 Salinity: 0.0

Conservation value

Most examples of this vegetation qualify as EU HD Annex I habitat 4030 Dry heaths. Some could be regarded as 4010 Wet
heath where Molinia caerulea is more plentiful. This community is on average a species-rich heath community (species/4
m2=21.9,n=117).

Management

These heaths, which often form parts of commonages, may be used as rough grazing land (typically for sheep). Burning
may be periodically used across large areas to suppress the dwarf shrubs and encourage grass growth. Overgrazing can
also be a problem. Another threat is agricultural improvement.
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