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Editorial 

Welcome to the second issue of Biodiversity Ireland. 
Through the work at the National Biodiversity Data Centre, 
the enormity of the task at hand is beginning to dawn on 

me. With over 12,000 species of insects alone in Ireland, we have 
thousands of species from lichens to butterflies to whales that need 
recording and monitoring. In this issue, there are a number of articles 
on very successful endeavours to do just that – record and monitor 
our species – and in one instance an Irish project is recording all of the 
World’s species! AlgaeBase databases the World’s algae facilitating 
on-line access to information on algae from around the World and 
Prof. Mike Guiry describes the workings of this fantastic on-line 
resource. Dr. Cathy Maguire highlights the importance of partnership 
at a national level in her article on Invasive Species Ireland while Dr. 
Úna Fitzpatrick illustrates how partnership at a local level can bring 
huge added-value to datasets in the Flora of Waterford.

Again in this issue, we’ve got ‘Biodiversity Tales’ giving news of 
recording initiatives across Ireland. The Data Centre is delighted to 
be able to facilitate the sharing of information between naturalists, 
ecologists, conservationists, etc. and hope that this role of the Centre 
will grow. 

These themes of partnership, dissemination of information, and 
active discussion between organisations was highlighted by a 
number of speakers at the Data Centre’s Annual Recorder’s Event 
which took place this August. The National Biodiversity Data Centre 
is a hub that can be used for biodiversity data exchange between 
groups in Ireland. The Centre is also a facility that can be used to 
support recording initiatives and can provide advice to data providers 
on the appropriate use of the dataset. The ultimate aim is the 
enhancement of conservation, planning, amateur recording, policy 
making, resource management, habitat restoration, and many
other areas. 

An example of biological data being used directly for informing 
policy is the recent publication by NPWS The Status of EU Protected 
Habitats and Species in Ireland and is reviewed in this issue by
Dr. Liam Lysaght.

Finally, if anybody is interested in starting to record (and eat!) 
fungi, Andrew Malcolm gives an introduction to collecting edible 
mushrooms. As a further resource for interested naturalists, 
Biodiversity Connections on the last page highlights some of the 
main recording activities going on at the moment.

Thank you for all your feedback on the first issue. I hope that this 
issue is even better. Again we would like to hear your views so that 
we can keep improving the format. Also, contributions on related 
topics are welcome.

Eugenie Regan - Editor
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2008 is proving to be a rather 
significant year in terms of 
biodiversity. Earlier this year 
NPWS published The Status 
of EU Protected Habitats and 
Species in Ireland the first 
systematic assessment of 
the conservation status of 
threatened habitats and species 

in Ireland, an assessment that should serve as a watershed in Irish 
nature conservation. 2008 also marks the end of the term of the 
first National Biodiversity Plan and the promise of a new National 
Biodiversity Plan before the end of year. When the history of nature 
conservation in Ireland is written, the significance of both these 
events will surely be acknowledged, as they mark a departure from 
the traditional piecemeal approach to conservation. 

Another new departure this summer was the launch of the
National Biodiversity Data Centre’s website and mapping system
[www.biodiversityireland.ie]. With the development of the 
web mapping system, a national data management system 
is now in place that can store and display biological data, but 
more importantly it provides a tool to facilitate manipulation and 
interpretation of biological datasets. Its development means that 
a system now exists for good quality biological data to be freely 
available for use in conservation management, research and 
informing decision-making. 

The Flora of County Waterford website
[http://floraofcountywaterford.biodiversityireland.ie] 
demonstrates the value of this system. Not only does the site 
present the data in a dynamic and easily updated fashion, it has 
facilitated the analysis of the data to identify Important Plant Areas 
for the county and to establish a County Rare Plant Register. Both 
these methodologies provide the framework to identify priorities 
for direct conservation action and demonstrate that there are uses 
to which distributional datasets can be put to beyond the traditional 
detection of biogeographic patterns.

The next significant milestone for 2008 is the production of the 
2nd National Biodiversity Plan. The hope is that this will build on 
the first National Biodiversity Plan and act on the lessons learned 
from the first plan. The Department of Environment, Heritage & 
Local Government held a very useful consultation exercise on the 
development of the plan, and key submissions have highlighted 
proposals for strategic actions to form part of the plan. The National 
Biodiversity Data Centre in its submission, for example, identified 
the need to produce a national baseline of the biodiversity resource 
on the wider countryside, similar to the Countryside Survey in 
the UK. It also stressed the need for a National Habitat Map, a 
suite of survey and monitoring programmes and a Professional 
Development Biodiversity Training Programme to maintain and raise
professional standards. 

The challenges facing the conservation of Ireland’s biological 
diversity are great, and joined up strategic action is the only way 
forward, not least because of the new threats posed by the impact 
of climate change and invasive species. The production of the 2nd 
National Biodiversity Plan is the opportunity to put in place the 
national strategic framework of action; it is my hope and I think
the hope of everyone involved in conservation that this opportunity 
is taken.

Dr. Liam Lysaght – Centre Director

Director’s Comment
Development 
of a national 
framework for the 
conservation of 
Ireland’s biological 
diversity.

The challenges 
facing the 
conservation of 
Ireland’s biological 
diversity are 
great, and joined 
up strategic action 
is the only way 
forward
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AlgaeBase: listing
the World’s algae
Professor Michael Guiry 

AlgaeBase (www.algaebase.org) is the only major database of 

biological organisms with World coverage that operates out of 

Ireland. AlgaeBase was set up in 1996, initially as an attempt to 

list all of the marine algae reported from Ireland and Britain, but 

has grown into an official Global Species Database (GSD) within 

Species 2000 and is one of only 52 in the World.

The database also includes pictures, common names, life-

history information, uses and potential uses, methods 

of cultivation and harvesting, a bibliography of 

relevant legislation, and ecological, commercial 

and technological data. 

AlgaeBase was set up to provide 

internet-available information on 

algae, but like Topsy, it just grew 

and grew. At first, the information 

was taxonomic (relating to the 

categories into which the organisms 

were placed) and nomenclatural 

(relating to the rules of applying 

names to them), but later 

distributional, bibliographic (relating 

to the literature on these algae), uses, 

and biochemical data were added. 

Images started to be added in 2000. 

These images are free for not-for-profit use 

by teachers and educationalists around the 

World. The images are deliberately designed to 

be used in PowerPoint presentations.

The biodiversity of algae is quite astonishing, if not a little daunting. 

As a term “algae” includes a enormous range of organisms defined 

by a whole lot of negatives tempered by ifs, buts and wells, 

including: they don’t have flowers or fruits (well, in the strict sense 

of the flowering plants); they don’t have proper conducting tissues 

(well, most don’t but the kelps do have conducting elements); 

they don’t have organised tissues (well, some do have quite highly 

organised tissues); they mostly live in water (well, some terrestrial 

algae do very well out of water); they need water for reproduction 

as they generally have flagellated reproductive structures (well, 

there are two large group of algae, the red algae and the green 

desmids and their relatives, that have no flagella). And so on. 

Molecular studies have established firmly that algae occur in at 

least 4 of the 5 kingdoms of organisms: many of them display 

“animal” characteristics of being mobile most of their lives and 

some have lost the ability to photosynthesise completely. Indeed, 

most zoologists and protistologists teach as animals two of the 

major algal phyla, the dinoflagellates and the euglenophytes, even 

though a majority of these organisms have photosynthesis as the 

predominant means of making food. 

Many phycological (algal) journals now ask in their “Instructions 

for Authors” that the names be checked at AlgaeBase prior to 

submission. And AlgaeBase has done exactly that: it has been 

partly responsible for stabilizing the manner in which names of 

algae are cited and placed taxonomically Worldwide. A downside 

of this is that when AlgaeBase makes a mistake, which of course 

happens, this is perpetuated throughout the system.

Another downside of databases is that they are difficult to cite 

in the scientific literature, as the data are not fixed as they are 

in a printed document. People often find that when they make a 

comment in a publication on an error in AlgaeBase, only to find 

that it has been corrected by the time the correction appears. 

Nevertheless, AlgaeBase is widely cited in the scientific literature: 

AlgaeBase on 12 July 2008 included 122,745 
names, 6,460 images, 40,198 bibliographic 
items, and 143,671 distributional records. 
Of the 122,000 names about 26,000 are 
regarded as species. Of the main groups, the 
red algae (mainly seaweeds) include about 
6,000 species, the brown algae (also mainly 
seaweeds) include about 1,800 species. The 
green algae belonging to the Chlorophtyta, 
includes about 4000 species (freshwater, 
marine and terrestrial) and the green 
algae belonging to the Charophyta (mainly 
freshwater and terrestrial) includes about 
2,000 species. The remainder belongs mainly 
to the diatoms (about 5,500 species, with 
estimates varying from 8-10,000 described 
species to another million or so undescribed 
entities), and various smaller planktonic 
groups. The so-called blue-green algae, 
which are considerably more biodiverse than 
people previously considered, have about 
2,500 species included. Whole new classes of 
algae are still regularly described; suggesting 
that biodiversity of the algae is much greater 
than originally thought.
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Google Scholar lists about 500 citations for it in the mainstream 

scientific literature, which does not sound like much until you 

consider that any paper cited more than 350 times is regarded as 

a “citation classic”! A search for the word “AlgaeBase” in Google 

itself yields anything from 75,000-110,000 references on the 

Internet gathered by the Google robots.

The information is contained in a highly structured form in MySQL 

(www.mysql.com), a robust open-source database included 

free with many operating systems, and uses Lasso (www.

lassosoft.com), PHP (www.php.net), and JavaScript to deliver 

data from MySQL in a structured manner understood by browsers 

(“middleware”). The data are served via two Intel-based MacOSX 

servers from Computer Services in NUI Galway and use HeaNET for 

rapid and reliable distribution. The Dublin-based company, VisualID 

(www.visualid.com) ably provides programming.

Ireland’s excellent academic Internet connectivity is provided 

by HeaNET, the Higher Education Authority’s National Education 

and Research network that provides the high-speed connections 

between Ireland’s third-level colleges (www.heanet.ie). The 

network provides for speed up to 40 GBits and delivers speed 

and reliability of delivery that is very cost-effective. The HEA 

itself funded the development of AlgaeBase under PRTLI 3 and 4, 

through projects awarded to the Martin Ryan Institute

(mri.nuigalway.ie) and the Environmental Change

Institute (www.nuigalway.ie/research/eci).

What of the future of AlgaeBase? To date, funding has mainly come 

from national sources, particularly the HEA’s PRTLI programme, and 

from the European Union, for projects such as SeaweedAfrica, a 

subset of AlgaeBase for Africa. 

NUI Galway has been very generous in providing a home 

and the facilities to connect to the Internet, and the Galway 

University Foundation (www.nuigalway.ie/foundation) has just 

recently committed to providing 5 years’ funding to support the 

maintenance of the data. Increasingly, volunteers around the World 

are taking a more active role in maintaining the data, and this 

should allow completion of the core data in the next 10 years.

AlgaeBase is seen Worldwide as an Irish initiative reflecting the 

resurgence of Irish science. It is a valuable tool at both a national 

and international level but it needs continued support, funding, 

and development so that it can grow to become an even more 

important resource for the cataloguing, conservation, and 

monitoring of our biodiversity. 

According to Google Analytics 
( h t t p : / / w w w. g o o g l e . co m /
analytics), a tracking system for 
web accesses, AlgaeBase receives 
400-1000 individual visits each 
day from over 200 countries 
Worldwide, with least visits on 
weekends and a peak on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays and during 
the academic terms confirming 
that most are from academic 
institutions. The countries from 
which most visits come are the 
USA, the UK, ex-British colonies, 
Spain, and, perhaps surprisingly, 
Brazil. The “top species” is Fucus 
vesiculosus, that bubbly wrack 
much beloved of Irish Leaving-Cert 
students. The reason for this is not 
very scientific: this seaweed has a 
reputation for being a remedy for 
cellulite and many, many searches 
are carried out on Google for this 
phenomenon! By the way, the 
seaweed is not a reliable remedy!

Algaebase would like to be a free source of PDFs 

of scientific literature, particularly for developing 

countries where literature is in short supply. 

Unfortunately, the journal publishers—now almost 

a cartel—have managed to get scientists to hand 

over the copyright of most of these works, and then 

charge heavy fees for the PDFs. This lack of copyright 

ownership prevents scientists from posting their own 

work, which in turn prevents AlgaeBase from being 

used as a repository for many papers and books.

Turkish towel, 
Chondracanthus 

exasperatus (Harvey 
& Bailey) J.R. Hughey 
grown for the beauty 

market, Vancouver 
Island, British Columbia.

Blue-rayed Limpet: Patella 
pellucidum (sometimes 

referred to as Helcion 
pellucidum or Patina 

pellucida), Spiddal, 
Co. Galway on the kelp 
Saccorhiza polyschides

Ascophyllum nodosum and other fucoids, 
Bertaghbuoy Bay, Connemara



Invasive Species
Ireland
Dr. Cathy Maguire

Invasive species have been getting increasing attention lately 
and not just here in Ireland. The EU has agreed a target of halting 
biodiversity loss by 2010 with tackling invasive species as a priority 
objective and is currently developing a comprehensive strategy on 
invasive species. 

Four years ago a review of invasive species in Ireland was undertaken 
which made a series of recommendations for action to both Ministers 
of the Environment. This resulted in the Invasive Species Ireland 
project which began in May 2006 and aims to reduce the impact 
and threats from invasive species on the island of Ireland. It is a joint 
initiative between the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency. 

Negative impacts of invasive species on 
biodiversity can occur through a range of 
mechanisms such as competition, herbivory, 
predation, alteration of habitats and food webs, 
introduction of parasites and pathogens and 
through the dilution of native gene pools. The 
ways by which invasive species arrive and are 
spread around Ireland, referred to as pathways 
and vectors, are numerous and related to a 
diverse range of human activities such as trade, 
shipping, economic and recreational activities. 

Preventing the spread and new introductions 
of invasive species needs the involvement of a 
wide range of organisations. It’s an issue that cuts 
across the responsibilities of multiple government 
departments and agencies. Partnership is also 
needed with researchers, private and voluntary 
sectors if solutions are to be identified and put in 
place. This partnership approach has underpinned 
the Invasive Species Ireland project from the start. 
The project has four technical working groups 
(education and awareness, marine, freshwater 
and terrestrial) and membership is comprised of 
relevant government departments, state agencies, 
academics, NGOs and industry groups. There is 
also an annual Invasive Species in Ireland Forum 
which is open to all and a project website:
 www.invasivespeciesireland.com which has lots 
of useful information and resources to download. 

Over the last two years the project has identified 
those plants and animals which pose the greatest 
risk to biodiversity in Ireland. Some of these 
species have already become established here. 
Others are likely to arrive in the near future and 
will cause problems when they do. The Invasive 
Species Ireland website has a rogue’s gallery of 
these ‘most unwanted’, with information on their 
impacts, how they spread and preventative actions 
that can be taken. 

There are a range of terrestrial plant species which 
can alter habitats and impact on areas of nature 
conservation importance, such as Rhodendron 
ponticum in Killarney National Park. It is unlikely 
that these species can be eradicated from the 
whole of Ireland, but smaller scale eradication 
and control projects can be undertaken. Best practice management 
guidelines and management plan templates for these and some 
other widely established species can be downloaded from the 
project website. 

Another group of priority species for action are those which have 
a relatively restricted distribution now, but pose a growing threat 
to biodiversity if action is not taken before they become widely 
established. One example is the recent invasion of Lough Corrib 
by the curly leaved waterweed (Lagarosiphon major) which is 
threatening this lake of important conservation value and has 
impeded angling and boating which may have a knock on effect 
on tourism and recreation in the area. The Invasive Species Ireland 
project is developing a range of management plans for these plants 
but addressing the problem also needs education and awareness 
initiatives and we have been working in partnership with the 
horticulture sector to develop the Horticultural Code of Practice which 
will reduce the risk of the sector spreading invasive species. 

Preventing the 
spread and new 
introductions of 
invasive species 
needs the 
involvement of 
a wide range of 
organisations.

tackling a growing threat 
to Ireland’s biodiversity
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We have also seen the arrival of new invaders in the marine 
environment. Didemnum spp. are invasive tunicates that have the 
potential to impact on benthic species and the aquaculture industry. 
Many organisations have helped elucidate the distribution of these 
species by sending in reports of sightings. We are developing Codes 
of Practice for aquaculture, marina operators and recreational water 
users to try and prevent further introductions. 

It is easier and less expensive to tackle species before they become 
established and start spreading. The website identifies a range of 
potential invaders and during the project some of them have arrived, 
muntjac deer have been spotted in Wicklow and the harlequin 
ladybird in Lisburn. Exclusion strategies for some of these high risk 
potential invaders can be downloaded from the project website. 
Responding rapidly to reports of new arrivals depends on timely 
information. We have been working with the National Biodiversity 
Data Centre and the Centre for Environmental Data Recording to set 
up a reporting system for invasive species. 

The Alien Watch section of the website acts as 
a portal to submit records with validation being 
undertaken by the either National Biodiversity 
Data Centre or CeDar. The website also acts as 
the mechanism for the public to submit invasive 
species records and the homepage encourages the 
submission of records. Maps of species distribution 
will be available through a web based interface 
later this year. We are currently developing 
recommendations on a monitoring, surveillance 
and recording programme. The aims are to:

• Establish the distributions of
 established invasive species
• Record range expansions of established species
• Provide early warning of range expansions
 or new introductions

This will only be possible with the participation of as many people 
as possible. At the Forum this year we held a workshop on recording 
which was well attended and provided valuable input into the 
development of the recommendations. We would like to encourage 
you to submit your records of invasive species through Alien Watch 
and to be part of the surveillance programme by keeping an eye out 
for our ‘most unwanted’.

The next Invasive Species in Ireland Forum will be held in March 
2009 and is an opportunity to exchange information, meet others 
interested and involved with invasive species and input to the 
Invasive Species Ireland project. Sign up to the mailing list for more 
details and we look forward to seeing you all there. 

The Invasive Species Ireland project is jointly funded by the Northern 
Ireland Environment Agency and National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

Himalayan balsam, Impatiens glandulifera. Colette O’Flynn

Despite the excellent work currently taking 

place to tackle the threat invasive species 

pose to Ireland’s biodiversity, until now 

there has been no national invasive species 

database meaning that records of invasive 

species are not centrally maintained. In 

response to this, the National Biodiversity 

Data Centre has established a National 

Invasive Species Database that will provide 

centralised up-to-date information on the 

distribution of invasive species in Ireland. 

The Data Centre is working closely with 

Invasive Species Ireland, and in establishing 

the National Invasive Species Database, 

will complement the work being carried 

out within the initiative and play a key role 

in recording, monitoring and surveillance 

programs. Full details of the National 

Invasive Species Database and the work of 

the Centre with respect to invasive species 

can be found at http://invasivespecies.

biodiversityireland.ie/.



T H E  F L O R A  O F 
County Waterford

The Web Flora of County Waterford is a joint 
initiative between Paul Green who is the 

Botanical Society of the British Isles vice-county 
recorder for Waterford and the National Biodiversity 

Data Centre. The Botanical Society of the British Isles is the leading 
charitable society promoting the study and enjoyment of Britain and 
Ireland’s wild plants. They maintain a network of 152 vice-county 
recorders, a central database of threatened plants and a panel of 
referees for difficult plants.

Paul Green approached the Data Centre in 2007 with a view 
towards submitting a copy of his plant dataset of ~175,000 records 
for storage within the Centre’s database and public display through 
the Centre’s web GIS mapping system. Following discussions of 
additional ways the Centre could support Paul in enhancing the 
value of his existing dataset the Centre agreed to produce a web 
version of Paul’s hardcopy Flora of County Waterford (2008) which 
was published by the National Botanic Gardens. The primary reason 
for this was to assist Paul in making the information available to as 
wide an audience as possible in the hope that it would highlight the 
work of BSBI recorders in Ireland and provide encouragement for 
those with an interest in Ireland’s flora.

The Data Centre also assisted Paul (as a BSBI vice-county recorder) 
in using his data in a number of BSBI encouraged initiatives, namely 

the production of a County Rare 
Plant Register and the production 
of an axiophyte list for the county 

to indicate plant hotspots 
and important sites within 

different habitats.

Using the data to identify Important Plant Areas within the county 
was suggested by the National Biodiversity Data Centre as a way of 
making the data accessible to national and local authorities from a 
conservation perspective. 

The primary role of the Data Centre is to collate quality data on 
Ireland’s biodiversity and to make it publically accessible so that it 
can be used to protect that biodiversity into the future. The Data 
Centre is delighted to have been able to assist Paul Green in sharing 
information on Waterford’s plants.

Detailed information on the project can be found on the Flora of 
County Waterford website which is accessible through the National 
Biodiversity Data Centre at http://floraofcountywaterford.
biodiversityireland.ie

Dr. Úna Fitzpatrick
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County Waterford

County Waterford Rare Plant Register

County Rare Plant Registers (CRPR) are a Botanical Society of the 
British Isles initiative that are intended to identify the conservation 
status of plants at the county level. In many ways they are like a 
county Red List of plants and provide valuable information that can 
be used within conservation at local levels. Like a Red List, a CRPR is 
prepared using standardised guidelines to ensure its validity. Under 
the BSBI guidelines seven criteria are used to identify plants within 
the county that should be placed on the CRPR. The BSBI guidelines 
were adapted for Ireland by Paul Green & Úna Fitzpatrick and used to 
produce a CRPR for Waterford. There are 291 species on the County 
Waterford Rare Plant Register. 

Axiophytes and important habitats

“Axiophytes are ‘worthy plants’ - the 40% or so of species that 
arouse interest and praise from botanists when they are seen. They 
are indicators of habitat that is considered important for conservation, 
such as ancient woodlands, clear water and species-rich meadows. 
They are not the same as rare plants: species that have only ever 
been recorded in one or two sites in a county are often just chance 
occurrences, and have little ecological (or statistical) significance. Lists 

of axiophytes provide a powerful 
technique for determining 
conservation priorities. Sites with 
many axiophytes are usually of 
greater importance than those 
with fewer; and changes in 
the number of axiophytes in 
a site over time can be used 
for monitoring the outcome of 
management practices”. BSBI 
website 2008: www.bsbi.org.
uk/html/axiophytes.html

Axiophytes in County Waterford
In 2008 Paul Green came up 
with an overall axiophyte list 
for County Waterford. This list 
contains a total of 256 species, 
divided up by the most 

important habitats and microhabitats that exist within the county 
from his perspective as the BSBI vice-county recorder. The overall 
axiophyte data can be used to show plant ‘hot spots’ within 
Waterford where large numbers of axiophyte species occur. 

For individual habitat types, using axiophytes is a powerful way to 
use data to understand the distribution and status of these habitats. 
Tetrads with higher numbers of axiophytes usually suggest the 
presence of good quality sites for that habitat. Examples of oak 
woodland and species rich fen axiophyte maps are displayed below.

Bar chart showing the number of species placed on the
County Waterford Rare Plant Register under the seven criteria.

Coincidence map showing the 10km square 
distribution of CRPR species in County 

Waterford using all available data.

Coincidence map showing the 10km square 
distribution of CRPR species in County 

Waterford using data from 2000 onwards.

Oak woodland axiophyte map Species rich fen axiophyte map

Important Plant Areas in County Waterford
In County Waterford, Important Plant Areas 
(IPAs) are areas that represent important 
refuges for native plants within the 
county. They are not suggested as areas for 
designation and simply provide information 
that local authorities can readily access if 
they wish to protect the plant richness within 
their jurisdiction. They have been identified 
primarily to assist those working at local
levels who have responsibility for
conservation and planning.

A standardised method of identifying important areas for plants in County Waterford was 
developed by the National Biodiversity Data Centre and Paul Green to take advantage of 
the CRPR and axiophyte work. IPAs in County Waterford include the following:

1. Areas that support species threatened with extinction from the county 
2. Areas that support a diverse and interesting flora (plant ‘hotspots’) 
3. Areas of high quality natural or semi-natural habitat based on
 numbers of axiophyte species present. 

Full details on the methodology used can be found on the project website accessible at 
http://floraofcountywaterford.biodiversityireland.ie

* Red indicates a tetrad that has been identified because
it contains a Flora Protection Order species.

Map of Important Plant Areas in County Waterford.
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Biodiversity tales
  Vascular Plants 

Rediscovery of arctic sandwort (Arenaria 
norvegica) in The Burren, Co. Clare

On 25th May 2008, a group including Kevin 
Walker (BSBI) Sharon Parr and myself (VC 
recorders for Clare), and various botanists 
led by Jill Sutcliffe from Natural England 
assembled at Murroogh on the Burren coast. 
The brief included a challenge to lookout for 
Arenaria norvegica, recorded once in 1961 
by J. Heslop Harrison with students from the 
University of Birmingham. The significance 
of their find only became evident whilst 
examining specimens at the end of the 
day and it has never been clear where 
the original locality was. However, there is 
no doubt as to the identity of original find 
since a chromosome count confirmed it to 
be Arenaria norvegica subsp. norvegica, 
a taxon then only known from Scotland, 
Norway, Sweden and Iceland. That it had 
never been located again, despite repeated 
searches, led to speculation that perhaps it 
was extinct.

Walking along the green road which runs 
from Murroogh to Black Head, Kevin – 
who is familiar with the plant at localities 
in Scotland and the north of England – 
discovered a colony of some 10-20 plants 

growing in shallow solution hollows on 
bare carboniferous limestone outcrops in 
the middle of the green road. Having one’s 
‘eye in’ for the species’ favoured habitat 
was clearly the key, since it is likely that 
hundreds of botanists have walked over the 
site since 1961, ‘seeing’ the plant but not 
recognising it. A second larger population of 
some 20-30 plants was located nearby on 
limestone pavement, confined to soil and 
gravel-filled crevices and solution hollows.

The 2008 discovery confirms the presence 
of this rare arctic-montane species in Ireland 
at its most southerly station in the World 
(53°N). A more thorough examination 
of the adjacent slopes is planned for next 
spring and will hopefully reveal a much 
more extensive population. A fuller note is 
to appear in Watsonia. Stephen Ward.

  Lichens 

Licheneering around Ireland

Many people consider lichens a difficult 
group and, with more than 1200 species 
in Ireland, they are certainly trickier than 
orchids or butterflies. But with so few 
people here prepared to take them on, it 
does not take much to become a relative 

expert. I am actually 
a geologist by training 
but became interested 
in lichens almost 20 
years ago following a 
chance encounter with 
Howard Fox, Ireland’s 
foremost lichenologist. 
When I moved to 
Belfast, from Bristol, 
in 1996 I immediately 
became Northern 
Ireland’s foremost 
l i c h e n o l o g i s t …
because I was the 
only lichenologist 
here! In those early 
years I regularly sent 
lichen records from 
all around Ireland to 
Mark Seaward, long-
time co-ordinater of 

the British Lichen Society’s mapping scheme. 
The advent of Lichen Ireland in 2005 has 
presented an opportunity to contribute to 
a similar home-grown project. In the past 
decade I have visited hundreds of sites 
around Ireland and come across many 
wonderful, and an even greater number of 
rather ordinary lichens. Even in well-studied 
areas, such as the Burren, new species 
continue to be added to the list. Earlier this 
year I made two noteworthy new additions 
to the Burren flora; Pyrenula hibernica, 
known to lichenologists as ‘blackberries in 
custard’, in a wood below Mullagh More 
(previously it was known only from the 
Killarney woods), and the spectacular leafy 
lichen Lobaria scrobiculata in the Kilcorney 
woods. I’ve even stumbled upon surprises 
while ‘off duty’, such as in June 2005 while 
sitting at the top of a pothole in the Burren 
helping some friends excavate a choked cave 
passage. The conspicuous lichen on adjacent 
bushes proved to be only the second record 
for Ireland of Pseudocyphellaria crocata, 
although it has since turned up elsewhere in 
the Burren. Many lichens have quite distinct 
ecological preferences, for instance growing 
only on particular rock types or confined to 
‘ancient’ woodlands, but during my years 
here I have encountered some rare lichens 
in quite unexpected places.

Just a few weeks ago Alison Meredith, a 
trainee lichenologist funded by BTCV, and 
I found Lecanora conferta growing on a 
perspex information board in Co. Down; 
this is the first recent record for the north of 
Ireland but not on the expected substrate, 
which is usually limestone. However, 
perhaps my most unexpected discovery to 
date is of Sticta canariensis, a ‘hyperoceanic’ 
and pollution sensitive species that is 
virtually confined to old woodlands in the 
extreme (i.e. very damp) west of Ireland. 
Amazingly, I stumbled across it growing in 
profusion in a deep glen near Carrickfergus, 
15km downwind of Belfast! It would seem, 
to coin an adage, that ‘lichens are where you 
find them’. Mike Simms, Ulster Museum.

Pseudocyphellaria crocata in hazel wood (Mike Simms)
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       Moths

The white prominent 
(Leucodonta bicoloria) (Denis 
& Schiffermuller) rediscovered 
in Ireland in 2008

A two part project was devised 
in 2007 by Allen & Mellon 
Environmental which was 
generously supported by 
The Heritage Council through 
their Environmental Grants 
programme, to which we are 
most grateful. A team was 
assembled for the County Kerry 
phase of the project comprising 
the two company Directors 
(Clive Mellon and Dave Allen) 
plus Maurice Hughes of Butterfly 
Conservation NI, Dr. Mark Telfer, 
a consultant entomologist and 
Dr. Paul Waring, author and 
consultant macro-lepidopterist. 
Four nights trapping were then 
organised in two distinct areas for 5th-9th 
June 2008, coinciding with National Moth 
Night weekend. Our main objective was 
to gather macro-moth records from under-
recorded areas but we were also, because 
of the timing, giving ourselves an outside 
chance of rediscovering one of Ireland’s truly 
mythical invertebrates, the white prominent 
moth. It had not been seen anywhere in the 
British Isles for 70 years (last reported from 
Co. Kerry in 1938), despite the efforts of 
many lepidopterists, our chances therefore 
seemed somewhat remote. 

On the nights of 5th and 6th June, ten 
light traps were run at site A. Night time 
temperatures fell to a minimum of 5-6ºC. 
With the low temperatures, catches were 
not large, though reasonably varied in 
composition. The most noteworthy species 
trapped was a single female barred umber 
Plagodis pulveraria. For the last two nights 
(7th and 8th June) we moved to another 
general locality where a selection of traps 
were operated on both nights, the 7th June 
coinciding with National Moth Night 2008. 

A remarkable change in overnight weather 
pushed the night-time temperatures up to 
15-16ºC. These were combined with good 
cloud cover and only a crescent moon, so 
we expected to get larger and even more 
varied catches. 

We arrived at the traps shortly after 6am on 
8th June. The first Robinson trap had a good 
scatter of moths around the trap, typically 
on the perspex and in the surrounding 
vegetation. Whilst recording these out-of-
trap moths, Mark turned over a frond of 
bracken and uttered the now immortal 
sentence, “Isn’t this a white prominent?” 
Clive, who was closest to Mark, reacted by 
letting out what can only be described as an 
unholy scream. The next few minutes were 
something of a blur as we gazed upon the 
“Holy Grail” of Irish lepidopterists, none of 
us really believing what we were looking at. 
Photographs and video-tape recordings were 
taken with the moth, a slightly worn male, in 
situ before it was carefully potted. Eventually 
the trap was duly emptied and recorded. 
A second male was then found in the second 
Robinson trap. 

The second night was keenly anticipated by 
us all. Once recording had been completed, it 
transpired that each Robinson trap contained 
a single male plus one outside a trap, that 
is, five in total. The two from the previous 
night had been retained alive in order not to 
interfere with the count, so we know that a 
grand total of seven individual males were 
encountered over the two nights. 

This represents the largest number of white 
prominents ever taken in the adult stage in 
Ireland or Britain. Because of the sensitivity 
of the discovery, the trapping locations 
selected and the exact habitat types are not 
described here but will be the subject of 
future papers.

A voucher was retained for the National 
Museum in Dublin. Any future DNA and 
isotope analysis will allow comparison 
of the voucher specimen with the “Irish” 
specimens known to occur in collections. 
Once and for all this will either make or 
break the reputations of previous collectors.
Dave Allen,
Allen & Mellon Environmental Ltd.

White prominent (Dave Allen)
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  Butterflies

First for Republic of Ireland –
long-tailed Blue

On the 10th May 2008 a small blue coloured 
butterfly was spotted on the corner of our 
compost bin in the kitchen at Glenealy, 
Co. Wicklow (T250917) by Christian. At 
first glance one could have easily passed 
it over for one of the blue butterflies 
(common blue or holly blue) but on closer 
examination Christian noticed that this 
butterfly had a short tail on the hind wing 
and it was a most wonderful iridescent 
purple-bluish colour. Neither of us had ever 
seen a purple hairstreak and based on the 
tail and colouration that seemed the most 
obvious candidate, as this species had been 
previously recorded in Deputy’s Pass Nature 
Reserve, which is 1.5km away. 

The following morning we were joined by 
Ben Phalan and we all took a closer look 
at the patterning on the underside of the 
hind wing. This was what tipped us off that 
perhaps this was not a purple hairstreak 
after all. A further dive into the available 
reference books we had, indicated that the 
flight times didn’t correlate either – purple 
hairstreak wouldn’t have been on the wing 
until late June so we were almost 6-7 weeks 
too early. 

Ben has been based in Cambridge and 
knew that the UK occasionally gets 
several scarce migrant blue butterflies 
and sure enough they were shown 
in our reference book. A review 
of same indicated that we were 
in fact looking at a long-tailed 
blue (Lampides boeticus) and it’s location 
on the edge of our compost bin began to 
make sense also. Lewington’s Butterflies 
of Great Britain and Ireland mentioned 
that “As well as genuine vagrants, which 
are mostly seen on chalk downland 
between June and October, some arrive as 
caterpillars from Africa, hidden in the pods 
of imported mange-tout peas destined for 
the dinner plate”. As it happened we had 
recently purchased mange-tout peas from 
LIDL (originating in Kenya) and several had 
been thrown out into the compost bin. This 
explained why one of the butterfly’s wings 
was slightly crimped in appearance.
 
We circulated photos to David Nash who 
posted it on the UK Butterfly list-serve and 
confirmed our identification. This species 
has previously been recorded from Northern 
Ireland “in May 1988 2 were found inside 
a laboratory at Newforge Lane, Belfast, Co. 
Antrim, Northern Ireland” (Ian Rippey pers. 
comm.), but it is our understanding that 
this is the first record of this species for the 
Republic of Ireland. Christian Osthoff, Faith 
Wilson and Ben Phalan.

  
  Beetles

In April this year a water beetle not seen 
before in Ireland was found on the Waterford 
coast. This scenic and relatively unspoilt 
coastline is part of the Copper Coast Geopark 
which highlights the interesting geology of 
the area. The species known as the spindrift 
beetle (Ochthebius poweri) was found 
on eroding cliffs at back of the beaches at 
Ballydowane and Annestown. The common 
name refers the somewhat saline habitat 
which is influenced by the salt laden spray 
blown from breaking waves. The scientific 
name refers to John Power, an Englishman 
after whom the beetle is named. Power is a 
surname with strong links with Co. Waterford 
so perhaps it is apt that it turned up here.

The spindrift beetle is a fairly localised 
species in southern England and Wales. 
It is not yet recorded from France but is it 
recorded in Portugal and Spain and North 
Africa. Its discovery is the second Ochthebius 
new to Ireland in two years. There are now 
11 species of Ochthebius in Ireland, all of 
them are very small aquatic beetles and 
several of them restricted to brackish waters. 
It is possible that the spindrift beetle occurs 
much more widely to the east and west of 
these locations, perhaps as far west as Cork 
and Kerry. 

Long-tailed blue
(Faith Wilson)
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Biodiversity tales

This beetle is quite small, about 1.4mm, and 
it only lives on in seepages on coastal cliffs. 
When looked for it can be seen crawling in 
and near damp patches.
Stephen McCormack

  Whales and Dolphins 

The biggest influence on cetacean (whale, 
dolphin and porpoise) sightings is the 
weather, and there’s not much we can add to 
what’s already been said about the weather 
this summer. That said between 1st May and 
31st August 2008 IWDG received, validated 
and processed 743 sightings of no less than 
10 species; nine of which were cetaceans 
and one shark species, the basking shark. 
During the same period in 2007 we received 
859 sighting records, representing a decline 
of 13.5% during summer 2008, which 
reflects the poor weather which prevailed 
throughout June, July and August. 

Although the volume of sightings were 
down, the species diversity remains very 
high, which reflects the range of suitable 
habitats, both inshore and offshore, which 
Irish waters provide for our marine mammal 
fauna. 

As usual the harbour porpoise was the most 
frequently observed and widespread species 
recorded, and the 214 sightings of this, the 
smallest of our cetaceans represented 29% 
of all sightings. The 2nd most frequently 
recorded species wasn’t actually a marine 
mammal, but a fish, but basking sharks 

being the planet’s 2nd largest 
shark are no ordinary fish. We 
received a record 145 records 
of this mega-planktivore which 
represented 19.6% of all records. 
The huge increase in basking 
shark sightings from all Irish 
waters in the past two years 
is a big “good news” story and 
suggests a strong recovery of this 
once over-hunted 
species. Being 
a late spring/
summer visitor to 
Irish waters, we’d 
really expect no 

more basking shark records for 
the remainder of the year.

The 3rd most frequently seen 
species was the bottlenose 
dolphin with 128 sightings, 
followed by minke whale 
(81 sightings), common 
dolphin (69 sightings), and 
the Risso’s dolphin (17 sightings). Seventh 
place was shared jointly by the humpback, 
killer and pilot whales each of which had 5 
sightings or (0.7%) of sightings. One of the 
big questions was what happened our fin 
whales in summer 2008?

These giants generally start appearing off 
the Waterford coast as early as late May, yet 
this inshore movement was not observed 
this year. Whether this was down to our 
inability to see them as a result of the poor 
weather or an actual shift in distribution 
remains unclear, but we are glad to say 
that at time of writing we are now starting 
to get reports of fin whales along the Irish 
south coast.

We’d like to thank everyone who reported 
a cetacean sighting to IWDG and would 
encourage anyone fortunate enough to 
see a whale or dolphin in Irish waters to 
complete an online form on www.iwdg.ie 
Pádraig Whooley,
IWDG Sightings Co-ordinator 

Looking for O. poweri on the
Co. Waterford Coast (Stephen McCormack)

Common dolphin, West Cork (Padraig Whooley)

Fin whales, West Cork (Padraig Whooley)
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The second Annual Recorder’s Event took place on the 26-27th of 
August in Waterford with over 100 people attending. The aim of this 
year’s event was to present the work of the Data Centre in relation 
to flora, to present the flora of Waterford website and to discuss 

future priorities for plant recording in 
Ireland. On the first day of the event 
a stimulating keynote address was 
made by Prof. John Rodwell on the 
UK’s experience of establishing and 
maintaining a National Vegetation 
Classification, with reference to the 
lessons learned and not learned in 
that initiative. Dr. Úna Fitzpatrick, 
of the Data Centre, presented how 
we can use data to understand and 
track Ireland’s flora and vegetation, 
and described progress within 
the development of a National 
Vegetation Database, an Invasive 
Species Database and the web 

Flora of County Waterford project. 
On the second day, Dr. Peter Wyse-Jackson delivered a thought-

provoking presentation on the future of the Irish flora in the 
prospect of continued climate change. 

Dr. Declan Doogue discussed the challenges involved in national 
recording initiatives, while Dr. Matthew Jebb gave a very 
informative presentation on progress to date under the 16 strands 
of the National Strategy for plant conservation. The session finished 
with presentations by Dr. Damian McFerran and Mark Wright on 
the initiatives and conservation work that is being undertaken in 
Northern Ireland. 

This year seven workshops were offered to the delegates. 
Workshops included recording vegetation data, photography, an 
introduction to the Centre’s mapping system and completing a 
County Rare Plant Register.

Identification workshops, with fieldwork, were presented on Irish 
flora and bumblebees, an important pollinator group. In keeping 
with last year’s event Ken Bond demonstrated moth trapping on 
the grounds of Carriganore. Again, the rarely trapped barred hook-
tip was found once again showing that there is a strong population 
being maintained here in the trees surrounding the Centre. 

The event marked the launching of the Flora of Waterford book by 
Paul Green. To correspond with this the Data Centre launched a 
website supporting a dynamic version of the book to help Paul bring 
his work to a wider audience. The web version was demonstrated 
to the delegates and the additional power the mapping system 
facility gives, to the great work Paul has done, was highlighted. 
The website emphasises the most important areas for plants in 
County Waterford. It also has information on interesting botanical 
walks of Waterford, which we hope will further encourage people 
to botanise the county, or indeed their own local areas. 

In addition to the recorder’s event, this year a Young Recorder’s 
Event was organised. This was aimed at generating interest in 
natural history, ecology and recording in younger people aged 
between 10-15 years old. A theme that was highlighted during 
presentations and discussions during the Recorder’s Event was 
the problem of the aging profile of plant recorders in Ireland. We 
hope this type of initiative will change the demographic profile 
of plant recorders and encourage a whole new generation of 
ecologists. In total, eleven young ecologists participated in the 
event, which was very successful judging by the big smiles on the
participants faces!

Andrew Byrne

National
Biodiversity
Data Centre
Annual
Recorder’s 
Event 2008
Ireland’s flora – documenting,
tracking and protecting

NBDC ARE2 Invite.indd   1
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Evan Duggan at the Young Recorder’s Event (Colette O’Flynn)
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Mr Ken Bond has been awarded an Honorary Fellowship 
of Waterford Institute of Technology alongside the annual 
Distinguished Recorder Award from the National Biodiversity 
Data Centre for his outstanding contribution to biological 
recording in Ireland. 

Ken, Ireland’s foremost Lepidopterist, starting recording lepidoptera 
in 1969 and has amassed a database of 40,000 butterfly and moth 
records for Ireland since that time. Ken began studying moths and 
butterflies in 1970, when he was working as a meteorological 
recorder at the Isle of Man. 

Ken moved back to live in Dublin in 1980, where he was awarded 
a BSc in Zoology at Trinity, as a mature student. Following his 
degree, Ken commenced further studies at University College 
Cork working on the taxonomy of the larvae of Phyllonorycter, 
a particularly complicated group of leaf-mining moths. He is still 
based in Cork.

At the European level he is recognised as a leading regional 
authority on moths, being particularly expert on the taxonomy of 
some of the moth groups usually referred to as micro-lepidoptera. 
Ken has published more than 3O papers on various 
aspects of lepidoptera, including accounts of species 
which were unknown for Ireland until his 
discoveries. He was also one of the 
main Irish contributors to the landmark, 
eleven volume publication The Butterflies 
of Great Britain and Ireland (Emmet, A.M. & 
Heath, J. (Eds.) 1990) and the main author of An 
Annotated Checklist of Irish Butterflies and Moths. 
Ken’s work has made a huge contribution to the 
understanding of Irish lepidoptera.

Dr. Martin Speight, 
formally of the 
National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, 
was given the 
Marsh Award 
by the Royal Entomological Society and the Marsh Christian 
Trust in recognition of his contribution to the field of insect 
conservation. 

Since moving to Ireland in the early 1970s, Martin has helped 
to transform knowledge of the Irish insect fauna and has been 

a major influence on insect conservation at a European 
level, particularly through his involvement with the Council 
of Europe and the European Invertebrate Survey. He has 
been a leading figure in the launch and development of 
the Irish Biogeographical Society (from 1977), covering 
essential strategic aspects of scientific recording as much 
as insect ecology and conservation. While his core interests 
have been in hoverflies (Syrphidae) and other Diptera, his 
publications actually cover most of the main insect groups, 
including reviews of the Irish click and longhorn beetles 
(Coleoptera: Elateridae & Cerambycidae). 

It was as the Irish Government representative on 
the Council of Europe’s Committee of Experts on the 
Invertebrates of the Berne Convention that he has had 
the widest influence. He used this opportunity to promote 
invertebrate conservation at a European level. Amongst 
his more recent achievements, pride of place must go the 

development of a European database of hoverflies —Syrph-the-
Net— and he is currently working on other similar databases.

Celebrating Irish
Entomologists

Ken Bond and Liam Lysaght

Martin Speight (Alan Stewart)

Hoverfly (Liam Lysaght)
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Biodiversity 
Beginners 

Edible mushrooms

by Andrew Malcolm

I am not a mycologist. My interest in mushrooms is almost 
exclusively a culinary one. This is not to say that my knowledge is 
confined exclusively to the edible species. In fact before I set off 
on my first trip with my collecting basket I felt it was almost more 
important for me to know what fungi not to pick. 

Like most people new to the idea of collecting wild mushrooms 
I believed there were lots of poisonous species in our fields and 
forests and that if I wasn’t extremely careful I could die a horrible 
death! In actuality, however, there are only a very few extremely 
dangerous species to be found in Ireland and in 15 years of picking 
wild mushrooms, I have very rarely come across any of them. 

There are sensible first steps that the novice mushroom gatherer 
should consider. Accompanying an experienced collector on 
a field trip is an ideal beginning. However this is not always a 
viable option, as although gathering mushrooms from the wild is a 
pastime growing in popularity, experts can still be difficult to find. 
An identification book is therefore an essential investment.

There are lots of mushroom field guides, but the sheer numbers 
of fungi to be found within their pages can be rather off-putting 
to the novice. The proportion of good edible mushrooms found 
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on our island home is quite small and a lot of books don’t even 
recommend them as being good to eat, so I would suggest getting 
your hands on a field guide that is exclusive to edible mushrooms. 
Particular species are going to be found in specific locations, 
whether they be in fields, in deciduous or coniferous forests. The 
book ideally will list which mushrooms may be found in these 
places and what the main identification features will be - the size 
and shape of cap; its colour and texture; is it shiny, sticky, smooth 
and dry, wrinkled, etc.? What type of gills does it have, how are 
they attached to the stem and how is the stem attached to the cap, 
i.e. is it centrally, laterally or excentrically positioned? Also is there 
a distinctive scent coming from your mushroom? Chanterelles for 
example, have a faint scent of apricots whilst the horse mushroom 
will smell of aniseed. Also, vitally, does your book cover which 
other species might cause confusion? One of the most useful aids 
to help you make that final decision when you are trying to decide 
between a few similar looking species is a spore print test. 

Place the mushroom cap under a glass to maintain humidity, 
and leave it for at least 3 hours gills side down on half white 
and half black paper before lifting it to check your results. A lot 
of mushrooms have white spores and they don’t show up too 
well on white paper! The Collins produced ‘How to Identify Edible 
Mushrooms’ is an excellent handbook and fulfils all the above 
criteria wonderfully. It has proved to be an invaluable assistant to 
me over the last few years. A shame I hadn’t had a copy in my 
early years of collecting!

Unfortunately as I have just mentioned, I hadn’t found such a 
useful tome when I started on my mushroom hunting career. 
Each year I’ve tried to increase my knowledge and identification 
skills. It was quite a slow process as initially I was so unsure of 
what I was looking at. After my first season’s attempts I was only 
confident of identifying 3 different edible mushrooms. Now, 15 
years later, I have found 32 different species of edible fungi within 
a 4km circumference of my home. And I’m sure there are still
more to discover! 

Collecting horse mushrooms (Andrew Malcolm)

Chanterelle (Andrew Malcolm)
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A Guide to the Comeragh Mountains
Declan McGrath (2nd edition) 2008

Any student of Leaving Certificate Geography will recall that 
the finest example of a corrie lake in Europe is to be found at 
Coumshingaun in the Comeragh Mountains in Co. Waterford. Any 
seasoned hillwalker will have climbed the Knockanafrinn ridge 
and enjoyed majestic views of the glaciated landscape that makes 
up the Comeraghs. But to truly appreciate the glory of natural 
heritage and the physical and cultural landscape of the Comeragh 
Mountains a perusal of Declan McGrath’s A Guide to the Comeragh 
Mountains will serve you well. Originally published in 1994 this 
reprint is very welcome having being in great demand by outdoor 
enthusiasts, interested amateur naturalists and visitors to the area.

Considering it is thirteen years since the publication of the first 
edition, it is interesting to consider the subject area in terms of 
developments in policy and legislation concerning landscape 
and conservation designations and biodiversity. Since 1995, 
nature conservation designations such as Natural Heritage 
Areas and Special Areas of Conservation have come into play, 
a County Heritage Plan, Biodiversity Plan, review of the County 
Development Plan and Walking Strategy have been published. The 
National Biodiversity Centre has been established in Waterford 
and Comhairle na Tuaithe has been set up to promote countryside 
recreation. Forestry is advised by a series of guidelines on 
biodiversity, landscape and archaeology while climate change is 
a topic we are all aware of. However, all these policy instruments 
do not necessarily guard against the various pressures and 
management issues of the uplands (forestry, agriculture, invasion 
of bracken, turf cutting, utility ands infrastructure development) 
and McGrath explores the significance these developments have 
made in the sustainable management of the Comeraghs. He 
usefully considers the potential for a Comeragh Uplands Council 
and the need for a new type of designation that respects the living 
and working landscape and the people that live there.

The comprehensive coverage of the natural landscape and its 
elements is an impressive feature of this publication but one of 
my favourite sections in the book is the detailed section on walks 

in the Comeraghs. Of interest to the local and visiting hillwalker 
alike and relevant to all abilities, a series of 18 walks are detailed 
with clear, very attractive and informative maps and fine images 
to whet any walkers enthusiasm for exploring the area. For the 
novice explorer, a section on useful information is provided at 
the end of the book covering maps, equipment, mountaineering 
clubs and accommodation. The inventory of placenames is also a 
treasure with clues to past heritage interests, e.g. Laghtnafrankee- 
Monument of the Frenchmen, Coumfea- Deer Hollow. This book is 
an invaluable guide to the landscape and natural heritage of the 
Comeraghs and should be in the glove compartment and rucksack 
of every visitor to the area.

Bernadette Guest, Heritage Officer, Waterford County Council

The Status of EU Protected
Habitats and Species in Ireland
National Parks and Wildlife Service, 2008

The publication in May of this year of The Status of EU Protected 
Habitats and Species by National Parks and Wildlife Service marks 
the undertaking of what arguably was, to date, the most important 
nature conservation initiative in the history 
of the Irish state. It summarises the results 
of the assessment of the conservation 
status of species and habitats listed in the 
Habitats Directive, as required under Article 
17 of that Directive.

The 135 page report presents a synopsis of 
the findings of the review, with separate 
text, photograph, map and table showing 
the conservation status assessment for 59 
habitats and 69 species. The text generally 
follows a standard format, with a description 
of the habitat or species followed by a 
statement of its conservation status. The 
text is accompanied by a map of Ireland 
showing the potential range of the habitat 

Book Reviews

Right: Turlough (James Moran)
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or species and a ‘best estimate’ of its current distribution. But the 
most important information is contained in the prominent table 
accompanying each account giving the results of the assessment 
of the conservation status. The assessment is done to a standard 
methodology that considered four parameters: range, area, 
structure & function, and future prospects for habitats, and range, 
population, area of suitable habitat and future prospects for species. 
The assessment is presented in a simple but effective ‘traffic-light’ 
scheme, with the status being assigned a colour; green for good, 
amber for poor and red for bad. The result is a simple, yet effective 
way of presenting the results of what is a complex process. 

The results of the assessment paint a bleak picture, particularly 
for habitats. The status of almost 50% of the habitats is given 
as unfavourable or bad. These include many habitats which give 
Ireland its unique landscape character; raised and blanket bog, 
most wetland habitats, dunes and machair, and old oak woodlands. 
Indeed only four habitats, caves, sea caves, Rhynchosporion 
depressions and Chenopodium rubric habitats, are considered to 
be in a favourable state; habitats that are hardly significant in the 
wider scheme of things. The situation with species is more mixed, 
and is not all bad news. It is particularly heartening to see that 
iconic species like the pine marten and the otter are doing well, 
the former spectacularly so.

The staff of NPWS should be complemented on producing a very 
honest and clear report on the results of the assessment, and the 
freedom given to NPWS by the Minister Mr. John Gormley to do 
so should be applauded. The assessment and report should be 
warmly welcomed by all involved in nature conservation as it 
demonstrates that the process established by the Habitats Directive 
and implemented by NPWS is a good one. Whether or not we 
should be satisfied with the rate of progress achieved with the 
implementation of the Habitats Directive is a matter of opinion, 
and I wouldn’t necessarily agree with one of the conclusions in 
the report that ‘..there are factors that predetermine some of the 
negative findings of this report’, but there is no denying that now 
that we have a clear statement of the state of nature conservation, 
we are better armed to do something about it.

The report clearly shows the scale of the task facing Ireland 
if we are to achieve favourable conservation status of 
the habitats and species under consideration. If there 
was to be one criticism levelled at this report is that 
it is almost too pessimistic. Few of us expected 

the outcome to be otherwise, but it is disappointing that there isn’t 
a greater sense of urgency evident in the foreword and conclusions 
so that this report might stimulate a new and emboldened 

campaign to turn things around. The increased funding to 
farmers for positive land management is highlighted, yet in 

spite of this, there is still an apparent inability to take real 
and direct action where it is most needed, for example in 

reaching an agreement to ensure that cutting of peat on 
raised bogs ceases immediately. 

I just hope that this report doesn’t serve as an 
obituary for pollan, whose very survival is 

dependent upon us tackling very serious 
problems such as eutrophication and invasive 
species in the three remaining lakes where

it occurs.

Liam Lysaght

Letter to the Editor
Sharing the enthusiasm

While attending a training course recently, I had a very 
important point re-iterated to me. We were asked to 
remember back to an inspirational teacher or instructor… 
and everyone in the room could remember someone who, 
whether teaching them for a year or more, or just for a 
day-course, had a significant influence on them. Whether 
the subject was natural history or not (and often it wasn’t), 
the common theme was that the person involved imparted 
great enthusiasm in a genuine way. 

This really served to remind me of the responsibility we all 
have when dealing with both children and members of the 
public to impart our enthusiasm for (and our knowledge 
of) natural history. It can be tempting to presume that they 
won’t understand what we are doing, or that they won’t 
appreciate a certain plant or animal in the same way that 
we do…. But I firmly believe that is it almost always the 
case that people ARE interested, and this is even more 
the case if they can sense a real enthusiasm and love of 
the subject. Even if there isn’t an apparent or immediate 
response, there is little doubt that an impact can be made 
most of the time. One can only hope that this will be built 
on by other enthusiasts!

So I encourage all who work in natural history, or are 
otherwise involved, to remember to share your enthusiasm 
and love of nature with others at every opportunity. The 
effect can be subtle but powerful. 

Yours sincerely,

Maria Long,

Newtownshandrum, Charleville, Co. Cork. 



Biodiversity 
connections

Some current Irish recording projects

• Irish Butterfly Monitoring Scheme
 This scheme was set up by the National Biodiversity Data Centre to develop a 
 network of monitoring sites/transects across the country. If you’re interested in 
 setting up a transect in your local area, please contact Stefanie Fleischer at
 sfleischer@biodiversityireland.ie.

• Bird Atlas 2007-11 - http://www.bto.org/birdatlas/. 
 A joint project to map all of Ireland’s and Britain’s birds during both the winter and 
 the breeding season. Volunteers needed across Ireland – see website for details.

• BATLAS 2010. 
 Bat Conservation Ireland is looking to increase our knowledge of bats throughout 
 the country. If you have a bat detector, have had some level of bat detector training 
 and can identify even one bat species with confidence then you can definitely help. 
 See www.batconservationireland.org for further information.

• The Donegal Biodiversity Project aims to increase the knowledge of the fauna 
 and flora of County Donegal through long-term scientific survey and research. For 
 further information contact Ralph Sheppard (rsheppard@eircom.net) or John Cromie 
 (john@skylark.ie).

• Edible Forest Fungi of Ireland 2008-2010 is a project assessing the occurrences 
 of edible fungi in Irish forestry and woodlands. If you’re interested in surveying a 
 plot in your local forest or woodland contact Maria Cullen at maria.cullen@ul.ie.

Upcoming national events

• 13 October IEEM Irish section conference – Coastal and Marine
  Environment: Biodiversity, Management, and Protection, 
  Marine Institute, Galway

• 4-5 November 2008 Green Infrastructure – Connecting people and places,                  
  Malahide, Co. Dublin

• 15-16 November 2008 Fifth Irish Ornithological Research Conference, University 
  College Cork. www.ucc.ie/en/corc2008/

• 25-27 February 2009 Environ 2009. Waterford Institute of Technology
  and Teagasc, Johnstown Castle www.esaiweb.org

• Spring 2009 Postgrad Ecology Forum, NUI, Galway. www.pef.ie

Useful resources – Irish 
mapping websites

www.biodiversityireland.ie

www.npws.ie/MapsData

http://maps.epa.ie

www.osismartmaps.ie

www.gsi.ie/Mapping

www.gridreference.ie

www.osni.gov.uk

The National Biodiversity Data Centre is an initiative of the Heritage Council and is operated under 

a service level agreement by Compass Informatics. The Centre is funded by the Department of the 

Environment, Heritage and Local Government.


