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Source and plant local 

provenance native species.  

They are best for our 

wildlife and can help with 

biosecurity. 

Scientific Name: Euonymus europaeus 

Irish name: Feoras 

© Steven Falk 

Occasional, locally frequent. 

Source: The Spindle 

records as viewed on  

Biodiversity Maps, 2023. 

Species Profile # 30 

Species: Spindle 

1 of 2 species in Ireland in the flowering plant 

family Celastraceae (staff vine).  

 

Wildflowers of Ireland profile:  

Wildflower Spindle Irish Wild Flora Wildflowers of 

Ireland  

Biodiversity surveys were carried out across 40 

farms within the National Biodiversity Data 

Centre’s ‘Protecting Farmland Pollinators’ EIP 

project (https://biodiversityireland.ie/projects/

protecting-farmland-pollinators/). The 40 farms 

were chosen to reflect farms of differing types 

and intensity levels. Spindle was recorded on 

some of the 40 farms. 

• Bright pink 4-lobed capsule fruits in the autumn, 
which open to expose the orange seeds.  

• Twigs green and square, especially when young.  

• Flowers are delicate green-white clusters that ap-
pear from May to June. 

• Leaves are narrow, oval and toothed. 

• Grows up to 6 to 9m in height. 

Identification Tips 

How common on farms 

Group 

Distribution 

https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/biodiversity-on-the-farm/ 

The National Biodiversity Data Centre has set a challenge for farmers to record some of the amazing 

biodiversity found on your farm during the year. We have 40 species for you to record. 

Are you up for the challenge? 

Spindle. Note: Bright pink 4-lobed fruits, with orange seeds.   

Biodiversity Tip No. 30 

http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=527&wildflower=Spindle
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=527&wildflower=Spindle
https://biodiversityireland.ie/projects/protecting-farmland-pollinators/
https://biodiversityireland.ie/projects/protecting-farmland-pollinators/
https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/biodiversity-on-the-farm/
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Flowers can be seen between May and August, 

fruiting body in the autumn.  

Found throughout Ireland in woodland edges, 

scrub, rocky ground and hedgerows mainly on 

lime-rich soils.  

Red Lists are an internationally recognised 

methodology for assessing conservation status. An 

Irish Vascular Plant Red List was published in 2016.  

It found that the Spindle was not threatened with 

extinction from the island of Ireland. Based on the 

Red List it is ‘Least Concern’.  

Native hedgerows: 

• Retain existing native hedgerows. 

• Manage existing hedgerows How-to-guide-

Hedgerows-2018-WEB.pdf (pollinators.ie)  

• Restore/rejuvenate native hedgerows when 

necessary, either coppice or lay.  

 

Woodland edges: 

• Retain and encourage spindle if present at the 

edges of woodland.  

• Spindle wood is very hard and can be cut to a 

sharp point.  

• It was used in the past to make spindles for 

spinning wheels and looms.   

• Wildlife loves its leaves and fruit and aphids 

flock to it, which attract their predators, such as 

lacewings, ladybirds and hoverflies.  

National Biodiversity Data Centre, Ireland, Spindle 

(Euonymus europaeus), image, accessed October 2023,  

<Spindle (Euonymus europaeus) - Detail - Biodiversity 

Maps (biodiversityireland.ie)> 

Records per month across all datasets 

Value 

Management Tips 

Where on the farm? 

When? Conservation Status 

https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/biodiversity-on-the-farm/ 

Delicate spindle flowers.  Bright orange spindle seeds.  

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Hedgerows-2018-WEB.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Hedgerows-2018-WEB.pdf
https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Species/28777
https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Species/28777
https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/biodiversity-on-the-farm/
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A small native tree that got its common name, Spin-

dle, as the wood is very hard and was used to make 

spindles for spinning wheels and looms.  

Spindle is hermaphrodite, this means that each flower 

contains both male and female reproductive 

parts. After pollination the flowers turn into bright 

pink fruits with orange seeds.  

They are a popular species to include in a species-rich 

native hedgerow and can live for more than 100 

years.   

They have wonderful autumn coloured leaves ranging 

from yellow-green to red-purple depending on the 

environmental conditions.  

Parts of the plant have been used medicinally, howev-

er the fruit is poisonous.  

Spindle are not similar to other plants. 

Your records will help us build a picture of 

farmland biodiversity in Ireland. If you’re happy 

with your Spindle identification, you can submit 

your record: 

• On our website at the National Biodiversity Data 

Centre:  https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/

record/biodiversity-on-your-farm  

Just drop us a line, we’ll be happy to help: 

pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie 

Wildflowers of Ireland:  

Wildflower Spindle Irish Wild Flora Wildflowers of Ireland  

Native trees from seed website: 

How to grow Spindle - nativetreesfromseed.com 

Tree Council of Ireland 

SPINDLE (treecouncil.ie)  

Weather patterns may change, local provenance 
trees will be best adapted to local conditions. 

Further Info 

Similar species 

Affected by a change in climate? 

Record here 

Need some help with identification? 

Useful Links 

The National Biodiversity Data Centre is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Register Number: 730718. 

The Farmland Pollinator Officer post is funded by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine as one of its 

contributions to assisting implementation of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025. 

Spindle tree. In winter you get to see 
their lovely grey-brown bark. 

https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/biodiversity-on-your-farm
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/biodiversity-on-your-farm
mailto:pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=527&wildflower=Spindle
https://nativetreesfromseed.com/grow/tree-recipes/spindle
https://www.treecouncil.ie/native-irish-tree-item/spindle-

