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Welcome to the third month of the Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme for 2025. 

What happened in May 2024

• 119 transects were walked last May. This is one of our highest totals ever in 
the monitoring scheme!

• Ten people had over 50 individual bumblebees on their walk. One person had 
a whopping 394 on the last day of May! However, the average number was 19 
(this is typical for May).

• Queens were still commonly observed last May. This is very normal.

• Eleven people walked their transect and recorded no bumblebees in May 
2024. This is abnormally high and reflects the poor weather last year. At this 
time of year, you should try to choose a day when some bees are flying.

• Many people spotted a good diversity of species on their May walk in 2024. 
The most common combination seems to have been Bombus pratorum (Early 
Bumblebee), B. pascuorum (Common Carder Bee), B. lapidarius (Red-tailed 
Bumblebee), B. hortorum (Garden Bumblebee) and B. lucorum agg.

• Top recorded in order for last May were: 
o  Common Carder Bee workers (B. pascuorum) - recorded on 60% of all transects
o  B. lucorum agg. - 60%
o  Common Carder Bee queens (B. pascuorum) - 46%
o  Early Bumblebee workers (B. pratorum) - 39%
o  Buff-tailed Bumblebee queens (B. terrestris) - 29%
o  White-tailed Bumblebee queens (B. lucorum) - 24%
o  Early Bumblebee queens (B. pratorum) - 18%
o  Garden Bumblebee workers (B. hortorum) - 16%
o  Garden Bumblebee queens (B. hortorum) - 14%
o  Early Bumblebee males (B. pratorum) - 13%
o  Red-tailed Bumblebee workers (B. lapidarius) - 13%
o  Red-tailed Bumblebee queens (B. lapidarius) - 10%

• Also spotted in smaller numbers were Tree Bumblebee queens, workers and 
males (B. hypnorum); Heath Bumblebee queens and workers (B. jonellus); 
Large Carder Bee queens (B. muscorum); and Forest Cuckoo Bee queens (B. 
sylvestris). Buff-tailed Bumblebee males (B. terrestris) and White-tailed 
Bumblebee males (B. lucorum) were also spotted in very small numbers.

• The total number of individual bumblebees spotted by everyone last May was 
2,243 (plus 387 honey bees). 
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Tips and advice this month

✓ You should now be seeing more workers, but queens will still be around. 
Males of some earlier species may begin to be spotted, especially towards 
the end of the month. 

✓ It can be difficult to tell B. pascuorum (Common Carder Bee) queens and 
workers apart. The queens are larger, but it does take practice. The main 
thing is to try to be consistent.

✓ Don’t forget Bombus terrestris (Buff-tailed Bumblebee) workers should be 
recorded as Bombus lucorum agg. While we can distinguish B. lucorum 
(White-tailed Bumblebee) and B. terrestris queens, it’s not possible to 
reliably separate the workers by sight, so both get recorded as  B. lucorum 
agg. 

✓ Cuckoo bumblebees may be around on some sites, but don’t worry if you 
don’t see them (I’ve never found them on my own walks). They are very rare 
overall. If you see something unusual, you can always try to get a photo and 
send it to me to check. 

Common errors last May

• By far the most common error last May was mistakenly recording males. 
Some of you will definitely see B. pratorum (Early Bumblebee) males this 
month and possibly B. lucorum or B. terrestris males. While it’s possible you 
might see other true males, it would be unusual. 

• Be careful not to confuse B. pratorum (Early Bumblebee) males for B. 
lapidarius (Red-tailed Bumblebee) males. Both have yellow faces and a 
yellow band on the thorax, but B. pratorum males also have a yellow band 
on the abdomen. 

• Be careful with the rare species. Bombus monticola (Mountain Bumblebee) 
is habitat specific, so will only be found in upland areas with Bilberry.

Important food plants

Based on the casual bumblebee data submitted to us 
across 2024, bumblebees were spotted feeding on around 
80 different plant species last May. The top plant was Bush 
Vetch. This was followed by Dandelion, Kidney Vetch, 
Chives, Cotoneaster, Bilberry, Bird's-foot-trefoil, Red Clover, 
Yellow rattle & Raspberry. If you’re seeing something 
important or unusual on your walk this month, please 
submit a casual record and filling the foraging box: 
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees 
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Other things to keep an eye out for this month -  
Merodon equestris

Photo of the month

This lovely photo of a Bombus terrestris queen (Buff-tailed 
Bumblebee) was sent to us by Sarah Rubalcava.

Merodon equestris is a relatively large, noisy and very visible hoverfly. It 
occurs most frequently in suburban gardens and parks, due to the  
popularity of planting daffodils and other Narcissus species. The larva  of M. 
equestris feeds in Narcissus bulbs. The adults can be spotted in May-June.

It is one of  10 hoverfly species 
in Ireland that resemble 
bumblebees. These are not 
easy to identify, but we have 
produced a guide to help. It is 
a technical document but 
might be of interest to some of 
you. It was developed by Dr 
Martin Speight. 

Illustrated-key-to-hoverflies-which-resemble-bumblebees-
in-Ireland-and-adjacent-parts-of-Europe.pdf

https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Illustrated-key-to-hoverflies-which-resemble-bumblebees-in-Ireland-and-adjacent-parts-of-Europe.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Illustrated-key-to-hoverflies-which-resemble-bumblebees-in-Ireland-and-adjacent-parts-of-Europe.pdf


Interesting recent research

Dr Úna FitzPatrick, All-Ireland Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme Coordinator 
ufitzpatrick@biodiversityireland.ie 

Thank you for all your efforts and for your generosity in taking part in 
this scheme

We still need more volunteers

2024 was our most successful year to date, with 103 transects that were walked 
at least 6 of the 8 months (this was up from 92 in 2023). Some new volunteers 
joined the scheme during the year and their data will hopefully come fully on 
board from 2025. This is an incredible achievement, and we are very grateful 
to all of you.  

We also fully understand that sometimes unexpected events arise, and it is 
simply impossible to achieve the target of at least 6 walks in a particular year. 
Where this happens, please do still persevere as the data is still extremely 
useful. The longer you’ve been in the scheme, the better we are able to 
statistically account for occasional monthly gaps in your walk data.

Our target is to get to at least 100 monitoring standard walks each year, so we 
do still need to recruit more volunteers over the coming years. If you know of 
anyone wishing to get involved with the monitoring scheme, please forward this 
to them and/or encourage them to get in touch with me.

Free online course on identifying and monitoring bumblebees

Don’t forget we have this free online resource. It should be especially useful 
for new volunteers. It not only helps you get familiar with our common 
bumblebees, but it also explains how to take part in the monitoring scheme, 
including how to log your route online and submit your monthly data. You 
can access it here: https://biodiversityireland.ie/identifying-irish-
bumblebees/lesson.html  

Workshops and upcoming events

How many bees fit in the city? A spatial ecological case study to conserve urban wild 
bees | Urban Ecosystems

The secret to finding one of the most endangered bumblebees in the US? Dogs | 
Bees | The Guardian
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Information on any relevant workshops and events will be released across the 
year. Our annual recorders weekend in the Burren is on the 28-29th June. 
Thanks to all those who have signed up.

mailto:ufitzpatrick@biodiversityireland.ie
https://biodiversityireland.ie/identifying-irish-bumblebees/lesson.html
https://biodiversityireland.ie/identifying-irish-bumblebees/lesson.html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11252-024-01666-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11252-024-01666-3
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/apr/02/the-secret-to-finding-endangered-rusty-patched-bumblebees-us-dogs
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/apr/02/the-secret-to-finding-endangered-rusty-patched-bumblebees-us-dogs
https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/bumblebee-monitoring-scheme/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

