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# Species Taxonomic Name Status Habitats Notes
1 Leatherback Turtle Dermochelys coriacea M P/S 1
2 Loggerhead Turtle Caretta caretta \'% P/S 2
3 Kemp's Ridley Lepidochelys kempii \' P/S
4 Green Turtle Chelonia mydas \'% P/S 3
5 Hawksbill Turtle Eretmochelys imbricata \'% P/S 4
Status Type
R Resident and breeding in Irish waters
\' Vagrant
M Migratory - forages in Irish waters
H Historically occurred in Irish waters
Habitat Type
A Abyssal waters
C Coastal
S Shelf Waters (<200m)
OB Offshore Banks
P Pelagic
SC Slopes & Canyons

Notes

1. Records of Leatherback Turtle in Irish waters have been decreasing since a peak average of 36.8
sightings per year 1980-1990 to an average of 7 sightings per year 2014-2024 (King et al. 2025).

2. Numbers of this species stranded on the Irish coast (usually cold-shocked juveniles) have been
increasing in the past two decades and the last decade in particular.

3. Three records only (King et al. 2025).
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