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This tutorial provides a step-wise guide on how to register the details of 
your Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme walk and submit data each month 

https://bumblebeemonitoring.biodiversityireland.ie/ 

Step 1: 
Register to 
use the site 

https://bumblebeemonitoring.biodiversityireland.ie/


Existing recorders: please note that if you are accessing 
this monitoring site for the first time and have not 
entered any recordings since 2025 you will need to create 
a new account, as this is a new system. 

To retrieve your existing walks and recordings simply click 
Log in and choose Create new account. When creating 
your new account please make sure to use the same 
email address you used on the previous system, so your 
walks and recordings are reassigned to you. 

If you have any problems, please contact 
bumblebees@biodiversityireland.ie.

Step 2: Create a new 
account. You do not 
have to add a picture.

mailto:bumblebees@biodiversityireland.ie


Step 3: when you have 
registered, you’ll get a 
username and password 
so that you can login to 
use the system



When logged in, you will 
see a screen like this

Note: As a user you will 
not see ‘Mapping’ or 
‘Explore all records’. We 
have these in the NBDC to 
help with data validation 



Step 4: you need to fill in 
details about your walk. You 
only have to do this once. 
Select ‘My Bumblebee Sites’



Step 4: you need to fill in details 
about your walk. You only have 
to do this once.



Step 4 example: This is an example of 
completed Site

I zoomed into the map to get a central
grid reference for my walk.

Try to fill in as much of the form as
possible. Don’t worry if you’re not
familiar with habitats, just try to chose
what you think fits best. You don’t have
to fill in notes on land use and
management, but you can if you think it
would be useful/relevant.

Once you’re happy you’ve filled in all
the site details click ‘save’



Step 5: Fill in the details of your route
When you click save it automatically brings you to the next section where you map out your route.

To map your route, you can either 
have the background map based 
on ‘OpenStreetMap’ or on 
‘Google Satellite’.  Personally, I 
find it much easier to visualise my 
route using the satellite option.



Step 5: Fill in the details of your route

Select S1 (section 1) and draw 
your route using the mouse.  
When you’ve reached the end 
of the section double click and 
it will be saved.  

You can delete and make as 
many attempts as you need 
until you’re happy.



Step 5: Fill in the details of your route

When you’ve finished S1, click 
on S2 and do the same; then 
on the other sections until you 
have the whole route mapped.

On this screen I have just 
finished drawing S4



Step 5: Fill in the details of your route

I’ve now mapped 
out the entire route 

of my walk



Step 6: Fill in the details on each of your sections

Once you have the route 
mapped out go to the 
‘Section Details’ tab.
This will allow you to fill in 
the details on each section



Step 6: Fill in the details on each of your sections

Select S1 and fill in as many or as 
few details as you like.

At a minimum, please attempt to 
fill in the principal habitat present 
and the section length (m) for each 
of your sections.

Select Save and then move onto S2



Step 6: Fill in the details on each of your sections

Once you’re happy you have 
filled in ‘Site Details’, ‘Your 
Route’ and ‘Section Details’ make 
sure it is saved.  You won’t need 
to go through this step again.

You may find that there are 
certain sections where it is 
necessary or possible to fill in 
more details than others.



Now when you click on ‘My Bumblebee Sites’ you’ll see the details of your walk (I have five 
walks in the system). You can enter details for as many different walks as necessary.

IMPORTANT

You can go back into the system 
and edit your site, route, or 
sections details at this stage. You 
can also delete it entirely and start 
again.

However, once you start attaching 
monthly bumblebee data it will 
no longer be possible to make any 
changes to your site details. 

If you notice a problem at that 
stage, you’ll need to contact us 
directly.



To submit data each
month go to 

‘My Bumblebee Walks’

Step 7: Once you’re happy you’ve filled in the details of your walk you can start using 
the system to record your data each month



Step 7: Submitting monthly monitoring data

Use the calendar and select 
the date that you carried 
out your walk on (click on 
the green cross)

Boxes show where data has 
already been submitted (I 
walk a number of different 
routes within the scheme)



Fill in the details of your monthly walk. 
The example shows data from Kilbarry 
Nature Park on the 16th May 2025.

For % sun use an average value across 
all your sections.

You can add any general comments 
about your walk under ‘Notes’ if 
necessary. This is optional.

Once you’re happy click ‘Next’

Step 7: Submitting monthly monitoring data



You can now fill in details of 
the bumblebees you spotted in 
each section.

Note: you will need to edit the 
correct % sun for each section. 
The average value you filled in 
previously will be copied 
across.

Step 7: Submitting monthly monitoring data



When you’re happy that you have filled in details of 
everything you recorded, click ‘Finish and return to 
walk list’. The data is now safely stored

Step 7: Submitting monthly monitoring data



You will be able to see the details 
of any walk at any time. If you need 
to make changes or corrections this 
can be done at any stage and as 
many times as you like up until the 
end of the scheme each year. To 
edit a previous walk just click on 
the blue text to open the details 
again.

We will extract the data on the 

31st December each year so all 

corrections will need to be made 
before then.

Step 7: Submitting monthly monitoring data



For those with previous 
years data in the scheme, 
you can go back and see 
that at any time – just click 
on the year you want to 
view



New functionality: Viewing and downloading your own data

The ‘Explore my records’ link 
allows you to see all of your 

own data in this system



The ‘Records’ tab shows 
all the data you have ever 
submitted. You can use 
the filter boxes to search, 
if necessary.

If you notice mistakes, 
you cannot make 
corrections in here. 

Don’t worry about those 
- all data from this system 
is validated at the end of 
each year before being 
used in the data analyses

Filter boxes

New functionality: Viewing and downloading your own data



If you click the ‘Download’ tab you will get a 
copy of all your own data as a CSV file that 
you can open as a spreadsheet 

New functionality: Viewing and downloading your own data



The ‘Species’ tab shows a  
list of all species you have 
ever recorded along with 
the total number of records

New functionality: Viewing and downloading your own data



New functionality: Viewing and downloading your own data

You can also zoom into the 
map and click on a circle to 
see the records associated 
with that location



GENERAL INFORMATION

1. We’ve worked hard to deal with any bugs and problems in the system. You may still 
encounter some. Please let us know if you run into problems so that we can address those.

2. We recommend entering your data each month but it can all be done at the end, if 
necessary. All data for a given year needs to be entered into the system by the 31st 
December.

3. We understand that registering the details of your walk may be problematic and we will 
provide as much assistance as we can.

4. Sometimes you might carry out more than one walk each month in an attempt at better 
weather conditions. You can enter both if you wish and one will be used in the analyses.



Thank you to all our Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme 
volunteers who generously give their time to help track 

Ireland’s bumblebees
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